
Smack Dab in the Middle of Maybe by Jo Hackl 
 

Book Club Questions for Young Readers 
 

1. How are you similar to Cricket? In what ways are you different? 

2. If you were left at a store alone, what would you do? 

3. How did Cricket change throughout the story? 

4. Name three special skills Cricket used to get her through her dilemma. 

5. Name three special skills you have that you can use when you’re in a tight spot. 

6. How would the story have changed if Charlene wasn’t with Cricket? 

7. If you had an adventure like Cricket’s, what kind of animal would you take as your companion? 

8. Think about the ways another person’s health has affected you. What are some compassionate ways you would 

help or have helped someone who had a health problem? 

9. In the story, Cricket feels badly about how she acted the last time she was with her mom. Have you felt this 

way? If so, how did you handle it? 

10. Name a poet whose work speaks to you. 

11. After reading ​Smack Dab in the Middle of Maybe​, will you start reading more poetry? Will you read it aloud 

to your pet(s)? 

12. Have you ever been moved by a piece of art? If so, what was it and how did it touch you? 

13. Miss V is a friend of Cricket’s and a distant relative. Even though they are much different ages, they still 

learn from each other. Have you ever had a friend who wasn’t an immediate family member that you 

thought of as family? What did you learn from that person? 

14. Miss V’s use of a madstone is an example of a folk remedy. Folk remedies are methods of healing illness and 

injury without doctors and medicine. Have you ever used a folk remedy? What was it? 

15. Would you ever want to live in a ghost town? Why or why not? 



16. Cricket is comfortable being out in nature. Are you? In what ways have you interacted with nature? 

17. If you were Cricket in the story, what would you have done differently? 

18. What do you think is the most important thing Cricket learned during the course of ​Smack Dab in the 

Middle of Maybe​? 

19. If you could give Cricket one piece of advice, what would it be? 

20. If you could ask the author one question, what would it be? 

 

 

 


