
Author Visits with Jo Watson Hackl 
Inspiring Curiosity, Creativity, and a Lifelong Love of Reading 
 

 
Why Bring Jo to Your School, Library, or Community Group? 
 
Jo offers energetic, interactive programs grounded in storytelling, nature, resilience, and a 
passion for reading and the craft of writing. As a first-generation college graduate, she loves to 
share with students how reading and writing literally changed her life, positioning her to receive 
scholarships to attend college and graduate school. In her student visits, she helps students see 
themselves as readers, writers, and problem-solvers. She works with readers in grades three 
and up and adapts each program to your goals — from literacy initiatives and writing workshops 
to social and emotional learning programs and whole-school and whole-community reads. 
 
Jo is happy to combine visits with other schools or community groups in your area. 
 

 
Visit Options (contact Jo for more customized options):  
 
Whole-School and Whole-Community Read Programs 
Perfect for schools and communities wanting deep engagement to create and celebrate a 
culture of readers and an engaged, connected community of students and staff. Includes the 
option of any or all of the following: 

• Customized Kickoff video  
• In-person, interactive author presentation  
• Writing, creativity, curiosity, nature, and Social and Emotional Learning workshops. Click 

HERE for possible topics. 
• Staff development session 
• Reading challenges 
• Trivia competitions 
• Nature-based creative prompts 
• STEAM activities across the curriculum 
• School-wide door-decorating challenges  
• Live or virtual Q&A session 
• Student meet-and-greets 
• Book signing 
• Newspaper and/or school podcast interviews 
• Photo booth experience 
• Collaborating to make the program as impactful as possible for your students and to 

tailor the presentation to your school or community environment – from a themed 
cafeteria or event menu, staff and community read-alouds, and carpool playlists, to 
creating new class traditions to celebrate reading 

https://johackl.com/presentation-topics/


 
 

 
In-Person Visit to your School or Community Group 
Perfect for schools and communities wanting to engage and inspire readers and cultivate a 
culture of reading and writing. Includes the option of any or all of the following:  

• Customized video greeting in preparation for the visit 
• In-person, interactive author presentation 
• Writing, creativity, curiosity, nature, and Social and Emotional Learning workshops. Click 

HERE for possible topics. 
• Staff development session 
• STEAM activities across the curriculum  
• Trivia competitions 
• Nature-based creative prompts 
• School-wide door decorating challenge  
• Q & A Session 
• Student meet-and-greets 
• Book signing 
• Newspaper and/or podcast interviews 
•  Photo booth experience 
• Collaborating to make the program as impactful as possible for your students and to 

tailor the presentation to your school or community environment – from a themed 
cafeteria or event menu, staff and community read-alouds, and carpool playlists, to 
creating new traditions to celebrate reading 
 

 
 

 
Virtual Visit 
A flexible, budget-friendly option. 

• 30 – 90-minute interactive author presentations 
• Customized video kickoff message  
• 20-minute sessions for Battle of the Books teams for states in which Smack Dab is on the 

Battle of the Books list (FREE) 
• Q & A sessions for book clubs that are reading Smack Dab (FREE) 
• Q & A sessions with readers  
• Writing workshops 
• Newspaper and/or podcast interviews  
 

 
 

https://johackl.com/presentation-topics/

